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President’s Report
Ian Ball
It has been my privilege to be Como Rotary’s President for 2019-20. It has been a great experience, and
I’ve learnt a lot about how Rotary and our club works.
I would like to start by thanking all of the board. This club would not function as successfully as it does
without this dedicated group of people.
Secretary Les and Treasurer John work tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure the admin side of the
club “Just Works™”.
Service is at the core of Rotary and Community Director John, International Director Pam and Youth
Director Tim have done a great job ensuring our clubs projects have a positive impact on our local and
international community.
Club Service Director Richard has, as always, made sure that the club functions properly.
Membership and Vocational Director Graeme has done has been busily recruiting members and finding
worth recipients of the Pride of Workmanship awards. I would also like to acknowledge the work done
by Marielle as Membership Director for the first part of the year until she had to resign her position due
to illness.
Fundraising Director Alan has done yet another incredible job in making sure we have the funds
available for all the different community, international and youth projects our club is involved in.
I would also like to thank John Garmony for arranging the speakers programme, Bill Smalley for his work
on attendance, Don and Jean Swift for the Bulletinas well as Pat Pinkus, Ian Anson and Ross O’Neil for
their entertaining Sargent Sessions.
During the year, we sadly lost two long-standing members. Kingsley Hebiton and Dave Milne were both
members who have been part of Como Rotary for well over 35 years. Vale Kingsley and Dave, you are
always in our thoughts, and the impact of your service will not be forgotten.
Don Steven’s long time partner, Janet Loosley, sadly passed away before Christmas. Our sympathies go
to Don and his family.
Highlights of the year for me have included the incredibly successful Car Show and knowing the work
our club has done to raise and donate nearly $30,000 towards the new bus for Carson St Primary School.
Being part of the District RYLA and RYPEN Committee was, as always, a great experience. Seeing the
difference we make in these young people’s lives makes all the hard work worthwhile.
During the year we worked with a student from Curtin University, Elise Reid, to redevelop and relaunch
our club’s website. We now have a much more professional and modern website which will put a
professional face on the club for the general public, an achievement I and the club should be incredibly
proud of. I would also like to thank John Dodman and Marielle Sloss for their tireless work updating our
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Facebook page regularly. This is critical to showing our club in a positive way to the community and
show that we are part of something big.
COVID-19 has had a big impact on our club during the second half of the year. Due to the government
restrictions imposed to deal with the virus, we had to suspend meetings for several weeks and then
meet for approximately 8 weeks using Zoom. Thankfully, the worst of the COVID-19 disruptions now
appear to be over in WA, and we are able to resume meeting in person. I would like to thank all
members for their patience and adaptability during this time. I would also like to thank Kim Larsen for
arranging a check-in programme, to maintain club connections and ensure the wellbeing of our
members.
Finally, I would like to thank all members for their support and encouragement throughout the year and
wish incoming Joint Presidents Adelaide and Clementine Kohler all the best for the upcoming year.
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Secretary’s Report
Les Ozsdolay
The secretary’s primary role is to keep the club informed so that it functions effectively.
The Rotary International (RI) Club Secretary’s Manual describes the responsibilities of secretary as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain membership records.
Sending out notices of meetings of the club, board, and committees.
Recording and maintaining the minutes of club, board and committee meetings.
Making required reports to RI and the district.
Recording attendance at meetings and reporting monthly attendance figures to the District
Governor within 15 days of the last meeting of the month. (At out club this I done by the
Attendance Officer – many thanks to Bill Smalley.)
Working with other club leaders.
Performing any other duties that usually pertain to the office of Secretary.

In addition to the above I see the role playing an important part in:
•
•

Ensuring that membership details are current on Club, District and RI web sites. Particularly with
respect to the addition of new members.
Supporting the President in the smooth operation of the Club.

The main duties carried out this year were as follows:
•
Collecting the mail each week from the PO Box, sorting it prior to the meetings, and passing on
to the appropriate Directors, Officers or Members. (Thanks to PP Marielle for clearing out the
PO box each week.)
•
Keeping records of incoming mail, to whom it was distributed, and copies of outgoing mail for
future reference
•
Checking membership contact information for Rotary Down Under (RDU) and
Rotary International dues, as well as keeping members up to date. (Thanks to Treasurer John for
his work with Semi-Annual Returns and RDU Subscriptions.)
•
Ordering new badges, pins awards and other Rotary items as appropriate. (Thanks Pam for
looking after the apparel orders.)
•
Ordering requirements for Changeover.
•
Minuting Board meetings and keeping Directors informed of resolutions and
items needing attention.
•
Assisting members with applications for Police Clearances and Working With Children Cards
where required.
•
Keeping our Charitable Collections Licence current.
The year seems to have gone smoothly albeit in the unusual COVID 19 environment for the latter part.
This presented some challenges and the administration of the club was still orderly thanks to a team
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effort and some use of technology. I have enjoyed working with President Ian and the Board, many
thanks for your patience and support.
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Club Service Report
Richard Moore
The role of Club Service is to ensure the club runs as smoothly as possible. Duties include:

•
•
•
•

Planning the club’s meetings, assemblies, and other activities;
Membership communications;
Facilitating connections between club members;
Attendance and related functions; and maintenance of the club website and social media
sites.

This year we were interrupted by COVID-19 and had to suspend physical meetings for a time. Royal
Perth Golf Club was quick to resume as soon as lock down was over and retained its status as an
excellent meeting venue, where we are well looked after by the management and staff.
Thanks to committee members for their dedication to the club.
Attendance – The Doyen Bill Smalley took a sideways step, shunning the limelight of the front desk but
continuing to be the focal point for apologies and weekly numbers. The desk was looked after by a team,
including Adelaide, Dr Sak, John Cahill & Marielle, plus the rotational team of Hosts who assisted with
good humour and hospitality. Accurate numbers are still reliant on members using the web site and
email, but we got it mostly right.
Website - IT Guru Ian Ball has continued where Bill K left off and keeps things up to date. The revamp by
“our” Curtin Student Elise Reid of the Public Facing “front end” is great and already assisting with
marketing and promotion of our activities.
Bulletin – Team Swift continue to keep producing the Bulletin week after week – a vital tool for the club,
especially during lock down. The club Facebook site still attracts visitors and contributes to our Public
Relations presence in the community, helping promote the great works we all contribute to.
The Duties Roster – We still have no complaints of “unfair rostering”, and the Roster works well when
members read and remember the tasks that have been assigned to them. Thanks to all for arranging
your own relief when needed, and please continue to do so. It is also most helpful if you log apologies
and absences and chosen any given week.
The Sergeants provide further entertainment each week, and continued the long-standing tradition of
pedalling Truths, Half Truths, and sometimes outright Porkies in the relentless pursuit of fines revenue.
Pat Pinkus, Ross O’Neil and Ian Anson kept a tight rein on members’ misdemeanours and foibles, always
in good taste and light-heartedly done with fines still going to the Charity Account to support our efforts
in the community. Keeping order when sometimes there is none, they assist the President in the
conduct of the meeting.
Our Programme was handled ably and admirably John Garmony who organised a succession of
interesting speakers from inside and outside the club. They contributed each week to the enjoyment we
all get from regular attendance. Thanks to all the members who gave John leads, and to John for the
programme he has delivered.
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Club History – Our historians were reduced in number with the passing of Dave Milne & Kingsley
Hebiton, and we will need support for Wal Hunter, who along with Bob Shadbolt holds the memories of
the years in addition to the written and photographic records.
Fellowship continued through various activities both at and away from the club and members’ homes.
Thanks to all who hosted and organised events, including Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Weekend Away
and sundry other gatherings . We enjoyed additional fellowship at many of our fund raising events, the
organisers and helpers of which are mentioned elsewhere. Thanks to Kath Moore for backing me up
with the organisation of events.
Caring and Sharing – Como members continue to shine in looking out for each other and I’m proud to
lead this Club Service Team. Thanks to all members who have contributed in any way to the operation of
the club in 2019-2020.
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Community Report
John Dodman
Community Service objectives: To support and improve the quality of life for those in need in our
community.
Committee Members: John Dodman, Ross Sweeney, Pat Pinkus, Heike Davey, Susanne Wakeman,
Dennis Menzies, Ross O’Neil and Gary Day.
Our strategy of strong relationships with our Community Partners, continues to underpin our success in
supporting the local community. Major examples are with Carson Street School (CSS), Manning Men’s
Shed (MMS) and Como Secondary College (CSC) as highlighted below.
We have maintained our community relationship with the Soroptimist International South Perth Club
(SISP), following the success of the joint community project for the children’s playground at Boronia. We
continue to seek new joint community project opportunities in 2021, which were interrupted by COVID19.

Community Service highlights for the year:
Carson Street School (CSS). Our Community Partnership with CSS continues to grow. The Carson Street
Sewing Group (CSG) meet regularly each fortnight at CSS (temporarily deferred due to COVID-19) to
make and sew a range of garments and items needed by the children and staff. The LSG has attracted
additional friends of Rotary, who come along to assist with sewing and join in the interaction with the
children and staff. The CSG have been successfully fund raising by selling craft items at Bunnings
Belmont, to assist with the purchase of new material required, and make community donations as
explained below.
The School Bus Fundraiser project was established some 18 months as a joint project with CSS and our
Club. As at June 2020, our Club has raised funds totalling $28,150 towards the project and assisted in
securing further community donations from external philanthropic organisations. Our club donation
includes $5,000 from the Des Killick Foundation, $10,000 as a Club donation and $3,000 kindly donated
by the Carson Street Sewing Group. Club members also generously donated funds direct during our
COVID-19 lock down under a “Bridge the Gap for the Kids” theme, which raised in excess $13,000, which
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is included in the Club total. A generous $3,000 donation was made by the Rotary Club of Mill Point
Club, which is greatly appreciated.

Carson Street Sewing Group

Manning Men’s Shed (MMS) Provided a $3,000 Club donation to support the construction of urgently
needed new work benches. MMS have recently completed three new benches, which were undertaken
internally to their own design and specifications, and to save on overall costs. Our community
Partnership with MMS continues to strengthen, and we are delighted to have MMS members regularly
attending our Club meetings.

Inspecting a new work bench at MMS

13

Rotary Club of Como | Annual Report 2019-2020
Como Secondary College (CSC) Our long standing Community Partnership with CSC continues with
support provided on their 50th Year Celebration Day event, and a commemorative plaque presented in
recognition of this milestone achievement. Also, a 5 year $5,000 Student Scholarship was announced as
the “Des Killick Foundation Scholarship Award”. This Award is to commence in 2021 being delayed by
COVID-19.

Como Rotary team assisting with parking at the 50th Year event

Plaque presented to Como SC
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Start Over Support (SOS) We are long term supporters and admire the wonderful work undertaken by
SOS. They respond and support mothers and children escaping from domestic crisis situations and need
basic household items to set up a new home. Unfortunately, this need has increased in recent years, and
SOS are continually on the lookout for furniture and household items into their warehouse, which are
then handed out as required.

Como members & Sewing Group at SOS

Australian Rotary Health (ARH) Extension of our Indigenous Medical Health Scholarship, ($2,500), which
is matched by a $2,500 government grant. Our student, Tahnee Carter is now based at Broome hospital
undertaking her important practical studies, after her 3 initial years at Curtin University.
Our
Club continues with an annual donation $1,500, plus supporting a PHD grant and Lift the Lid on Mental
Illness.
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Engaging Young Leaders Program sponsorship $1,100 continued for this successful program established
by Southcare, to develop young professionals for involvement on Boards in the Aged Care and NFP
sector. A graduate from this year’s cohort will undertake a presentation to our Club early in the new
Rotary year.

EYLP Graduate Luke Mitchell visiting our Club meeting

Collier Primary School (CPS) Development of a school Buddy Bench project in partnership with MMS for
CPS. The benches were constructed by MMS and delivered to the School where the students added their
colour schemes to the benches and look great! This is part of a wider Rotary WA project to be
progressed in 2021. As with many past years, a team of members participated in the annual P&C project
“Mulch & Manure Drive”, which is their major community fundraiser.

A finished Buddy Bench presented to Collier PS
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Local schools supported with year-end Student Awards ceremonies. This includes Como Secondary
College, South Perth Primary, Collier Primary School, and Manning Primary, with Como Rotary members
attending and presenting the awards
Summary of Community donations:
Carson Street School (Bus fundraiser project)
Manning Men’s Shed
Start Over Support
Engaging Young Leaders Program
ARH – Indigenous Scholarship
ARH – Annual Club donation
ARH – Hat Day & PHD funding
Street Chaplains (Copper Kettle)
Local School Year End Awards (various)
TOTAL:

28,150
3,300
3,000
1,100
2,500
1,500
720
2,500
350
43,120

Whilst the COVID-19 lock down has deferred some community projects, such as the Buddy Bench
project and the Des Killick Foundation Student Scholarship, this has been another active and rewarding
year. Our established Community Partnerships are the cornerstone to our community support. As part
of these Partnerships we seek reciprocal support by way of involvement at our Club and the promotion
of our Club brand in the community.
We can continue to be proud of the positive contribution our Club is making to our local community on
many positive fronts.
It is very appropriate to make special mention and convey thanks to the Carson Street Sewing Group
who apart from their dedicated involvement at Carson St School over the year, during the COVID-19 lock
down period, were very active and busy in supporting Southcare with the sewing and supply of masks
and surgical gowns. This was a wonderful effort and we say a big thank you to Heike, Pam & Barbara and
their band of volunteer helpers at the school.

Carson Street Sewing Group showing the masks at Southcare
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A big thanks to the Community Service committee members who have contributed over the year. Thank
you to President Ian Ball and the Board for supporting the Community Service initiatives, and Alan
Ramsay, Fundraiser Director for activities in generating funds to provide the community support
achieved.
Also thank you to the number of Club members who are involved regularly in local community groups
and give many hours towards their causes.
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Fundraising Report
Alan Ramsay
The fundraising result this year is below budget due to cancellation of a couple of events and last
quarter Club meetings resulting from the Covid 19 turmoil but it is a satisfactory outcome for the Club:
Car Show
Sausage Sizzles
Entertainment Books
Parking Events
Film night
Wine Sales
Donation Boxes, Copper Kettle & Fines
TOTAL:

16,588
5,423
2,040
5,950
2,704
4,000
6,100
$ 42,805

Our 8th Annual Car Show was held at Wesley College on October 6, 2019 under sunny blue skies. We
had over 200 entrants and around 1500 visitors. The overall financial result was the best yet and the
event is great exposure for Rotary. Thanks to Wesley College and all members and friends who helped to
make this a great Como Rotary event.
Sausage sizzles and parking events continue to be the backbone of our fundraising and exposure for
Rotary. These include Australia Day, South Perth Sounds Concert, Eventing in the Park and Bunnings
Belmont. Thanks to all our onion peelers, sausage sizzlers and parking attendants who gave up your
weekends to work at these events.
Sale of Plantagenet wines were again a feature of this year’s fundraising and members appreciated the
consistent quality of these vintages.
A big thank you again to Gary Day for his untiring promotion of the Perth Entertainment Guide which
raises funds for the Club.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank some of our sponsors, particularly IGA on Preston,
Grand Cinemas, South Perth Travel, Angelo Street Markets, O’Brien’s Clothing Co., Dale James Hair, Dux
Café, Como Paint & Panel, Moore Perica and Shannons Insurance, and those businesses supporting our
donation boxes.
I would also like to acknowledge the support received from the City of South Perth in relation to
Australia Day and Sounds Concert events.
As the world returns to some semblance of normality in coming months, we look forward to a better
financial outcome next Rotary year.
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International Report
Pam O’Garr
The Rotary Club of Como has been involved in the following International Projects this year.

Sustainable Cambodia
Following a visit to Cambodia by members of our Club we have allocated funds to support the
Sustainable Cambodia programme.
Please find report from Rtn Heike Davey attached.

H20 – Water for the World
We continue to maintain our strong relationship with the Rotary Club of Bali Taman. We began working
together almost 20 years ago and have worked on countless projects mainly providing water for the
poor and more needy regions of Bali.
Although we were participating in a Global Grant together with the Rotary Club of Bali Taman and the
Rotary Club of Southern Districts the Government of Bali stepped in and they completed the project.
Those unspent funds remain in the RAWCS account.
We are currently obtaining information regarding a potential Global Grant project with those same clubs
for a water supply system for Puseh Sub-Village, Terunyan Village in Kintamani District, Bangli Regency.
Hopefully this will progress during the next Rotary year.
We are obtaining details for a proposal for refrigerators for the Blood Bank in Denpasar. This is also
intended to be a Global Grant project.

Containers for Timor
This project is ongoing and the Club has donated $5000 towards the ongoing costs required for the
purchase and shipping of containers to Timor. Our dedicated Rotarians, PP Marielle Sloss together with
PP Dr Sakkiti Punyanitya and members of the Rotary Club of Wanneroo collect and pack donated items
for free distribution to the needy in Timor Leste.
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Used Spectacle Collection
Our Club supports the Rotary Club of Mill Point in collecting used spectacles for the RAWCS Eye Care
Porject in Sri Lanka. We will continue to support this programme.
Our club also collects Ring Pulls and Postage Stamps for recycling.

Rotary Foundation
Como Rotary aims to be Centurion Club and contributes significant funds to the Rotary Foundation.

Sustainable Cambodia Report
Heike Davey
We are in constant contact with the team at Sustainable Cambodia. Due to Corona donations dropped
dramatically so they are very appreciative of the clubs donation of $1,000 and the ongoing support. The
Cambodian people are beautiful gentle people who are very grateful for every little help they can get
and they certainly put those donations to very good use. Below is an extract from a newsletter we
receive because of our sponsorship of a child, it shows how they have adapted to the current situation.

Dear Sustainable Cambodia Friends & Sponsors...
We wanted to let you know what our team is working on during this difficult time. Our Sustainable
Cambodia village development teams have been doing additional trainings in the villages on hand
washing and sanitation, to protect against Covid-19. But in Cambodia, even the families who have their
own Victory Gardens must visit the local market to purchase some food and supplies. And “social
distancing” is more difficult in the close confines of an open-door market. Based on recommendations
from the WHO, the families know that they and their children should be wearing masks while in public.
But how can they get masks to wear?
The Sustainable Cambodia Sewing Team volunteered to make masks. They sewed the first few dozens of
masks for testing. The masks are made of two layers of cotton fabric, with ribbon for fastening.

The SC Sewing Team is now starting to produce the masks, at least 8,000 masks, perhaps growing to
10,000+ masks depending upon the level of support. The masks cost around $0.50 (50 cents) each to
produce. The fabrics and materials are available in the Pursat markets. The sewing capacity of the
Sewing Team is 200 masks a day. Every dollar contributed to this project will be matched dollar-fordollar.
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Who gets the masks?
•
•
•
•

About 2,500 students from Sustainable Cambodia & TC Swartz schools
Another 2,500 masks for the family members of the students
Around 3,000 families in 10 or more villages where Rotary/Sustainable Cambodia projects are
underway
And SC staff who are distributing all the masks and conducting the trainings

How the masks are delivered:
•
The masks are delivered with education on health and sanitation, and specific information about
COVID19, and instructions on when and how to wear masks correctly
•
Villagers who are part of Self-Help Groups (SHG’s) will get the masks and trainings through their
SHG
•
Students will come in very small groups with appropriate social distancing to receive their masks
and to get training
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Membership Report
Graeme Carter
Marielle Sloss was our Membership Director to commence the year, with Members Noelle Hossen, Clem
Kohler, Adelaide Kohler and Kim Larsen , although Kim was on leave of absence for the first six months.
Unfortunately, Marielle became ill and could not continue. Therefore I was able to take up the position
to help out.

New Members
Peter Salleo
Colin Levett
Greg Milner
Ashley Cranenburgh- rejoined
Lorene Cranenburgh-rejoined

Corporate Members
South Perth Travel
Como Panel &Paint

We were getting into action after Christmas with holidays out of the way. Unfortunately, the COVID-19
virus took over and this stopped all activities .
We trust the new Rotary year will have more prospective new members being nominated, please keep
up the good work.
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Vocational Committee Report
Graeme Carter
Our members:
Walter Hunter
Don Stevens
Kingsley Hebiton
We had a rough year with Don Stevens losing his partner of many years . Then losing Kingsley I was
thinking what could happen next!
Never the less we conducted a visit to the Airforce base Aviation Museum at Bull Creek. We also
organised a bus trip to Dardanup Heritage Park for 12 members, however due to this being close to
Christmas and we had lack of numbers.

Pride of Workmanship Awards
5 in total with the help from members nominating very worthy candidates.
All in all a reasonable year considering our losses, plus no activity from February to June due to the
COVID-19 virus.
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Youth Report
Tim Davey
Youth Service is Rotary's 5th Avenue of Service — alongside Community, International, Vocational and
Club Service. Youth Service recognises the importance of empowering our youth and young
professionals through leadership development programs such as Rotaract, Interact, Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards (RYLA), Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN) and Rotary Youth Exchange.
Japanese Interact Visit
Our friends from the Japanese District 2760 Interact Committee again lead a group of about 30
Interactors for a week long visit to Australia staying with similar aged students from Como Secondary
College. Como Rotary sponsored a visit to Perth Zoo and had a very enjoyable day showing them the
various exhibits. The Rotarians and teachers who accompanied the students were our guests at a club
meeting while they were in Perth.
Unfortunately, the July 2020 visit has been cancelled due to Covid19.
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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
RYLA is a leadership development program run by Rotary. In District 9465, RYLA is for young people aged
between 18 and 28, and the program includes presentations, team building activities, leadership
development, personal awareness, problem solving, and conflict resolution.
Como Rotary sponsored two attendees, Dominic Wu and Thomas Baines attended RYLA in January 2020
and then visited a February Club meeting to report on their life changing experience.

Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN)
RYPEN is a weekend camp for high-school students aged between 14 and 17. The aim of RYPEN is "fun
with purpose" — helping to develop their skills in areas such as team work, problem solving and selfawareness. In District 9465, RYPEN is usually run twice a year in May and September.
Como Rotary sponsors two participants for each RYPEN camp, and the participants attend a meeting
afterwards to report back on their experience. We typically aim to sponsor two local students from
schools such as Como Secondary College or Wesley College.
Our Club President Ian Ball was District 9465 RYPEN Chair.

Interact
Interact is a club for high-school children aged between about 13 and 18. It is designed for the members
to have fun, while contributing to their community and learning about the world.
Como Rotary sponsors the Como Secondary College Interact club, providing a small amount of financial
support and having a Rotarian attend each of their weekly meetings.
The Interact club has been involved in a number of fundraiser projects, and has also helped at a number
of Como Rotary fundraisers and events.
Rotarian Susanne Wakeman has been instrumental again in building up a small group of Interactors
meeting on a regular basis and planning future activities. She is getting support from Como SC teacher
Renee Grljusich and other Rotarians as needed. The Covid19 restrictions have limited activities in 2020.
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Handicamp
Handicamp provides an opportunity for young people with a disability and between the ages of 18-35,
to attend a one week live-in camp assisted by staff and buddies.
The 2020 camp was cancelled due to administration difficulties but we are hopeful of the camp
returning for 2021. A generous donation from Grand Cinemas enables us to sponsor 4 participants on
Handicamp.

National Youth Science Forum
The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is a 12 day residential program for students entering year 12
who are passionate about Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. The program aims to encourage
participants to get involved in a STEM career, and to show them various different career options. It also
helps to build their interpersonal skills, leadership and communication. It fosters interest in national and
global issues and emphasises the need to have interests in sports, art and music as well as science. NYSF
was another casualty of Covid 19 and was cancelled in 2020.
Club member Ross Sweeney has again been active at a District 9465 level for National Youth Science
Forum.
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